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This is an e-newsletter from the Claimants' Advisory Committee in the Dow Corning case regarding your late claim request status.
 

JANUARY 16, 2008
 

The deadline to reject the late claim settlement in the Dow Corning case has now passed.  Since you did not reject the settlement, your claim is now permanently in the Settlement Facility - Dow Corning Trust (SF-DCT).  On January 21, 2008, the SF-DCT will mail you a letter with claim forms and information on how to apply for compensation.  You can also access these same claim forms on the SF-DCT website at www.dcsettlement.com or www.sfdct.com.  It is very important that you read the letter from the SF-DCT and forms carefully when they arrive and that you meet the deadline that applies to your claim.

 

If you have or had at least one Dow Corning breast implant (even if you have or had breast implants from other companies as well), then your claim will be in Class 5 (if you are a U.S. citizen or resident or had your implantation surgery in the U.S.) or in Class 6 (non-U.S. resident or citizen).  The deadline to file any and all claims you may have (Explant, Rupture, Disease or Expedited Release) is January 21, 2009.  If you do not file your claim by January 21, 2009, then your claim will be permanently denied and you will not receive any compensation.

 

If you have or had a silicone gel breast implant from either Baxter (Heyer-Schulte), Bristol (Surgitek, Natural Y, Meme, etc.), Bioplasty, Cox-Uphoff (CUI) and/or Mentor that was implanted between 1976 and 1991 (and you do not have any Dow Corning breast implants), then your claim will in Class 7, the Silicone Material Claimants' Fund.  The deadline to file a claim in Class 7 is July 21, 2008.  If you do not file your claim form and supporting documents by July 21, 2008, then your claim will be permanently denied and you will not receive any compensation.  Claimants who have an implant made by Baxter, Bristol and/or 3M/McGhan may also apply for compensation in the Revised Settlement Program (RSP), a separate settlement that is administered by the MDL 926 Claims Office.  You can contact the MDL 926 Claims Office at:  1-800-600-0311 for more information about submitting a claim in that settlement.

 

If you have or had a Dow Corning implant that is defined as a "Covered Other Product" in the Plan (such as a hip, knee, TMJ, or other joint implant), then your claim is in Class 9 (if you are a U.S. citizen or resident) or Class 10 (non-U.S. citizen or resident).  The deadline to file a claim in Class 9/10 is July 21, 2008.  If you do not file your claim form(s) and supporting documents by July 21, 2008, then your claim will be permanently denied and you will not receive any compensation.

 

To qualify for compensation, you must submit documents showing that you have or had at least one eligible implant.  Even if you have submitted documents to the court showing what brand of implants you had, you must still complete and return the Proof of Manufacturer Form (the blue edged form for Classes 5, 6.1, 6.2, 9, 10.1 and 10.2 in your claim form booklet; Class 7 claimants should submit the Class 7 claim form).  Your proof of manufacturer should be submitted to the Settlement Facility as soon as possible so that the SF-DCT can evaluate your claim and determine if you are in the correct class and if your proof is acceptable.  Any documents and medical records that you sent to the District Court have been provided to the SF-DCT so you do not need to resubmit those documents.

 

We realize that you will have a lot of questions about filing a claim in the Dow Corning case.  The SF-DCT has a toll-free number that you can contact for assistance:  866-874-6099.  You can also send them questions by email to: info@sfdct.com.  All future correspondence about your claim should be directly with the SF-DCT.  You can also find information about submitting claims on our website at www.tortcomm.org.


Sincerely,

Ernest Hornsby, Esq. and Dianna Pendleton-Dominguez, Esq.

on behalf of the Claimants' Advisory Committee
